
Woodman point soldier 
commemorated in his home 

parish 
 
3970 Private Martin O’Meara, arguably 
the most decorated of the 
soldiers to pass through 
quarantine at Woodman 
Point, was recently 
honoured and 
commemorated in his 
home parish of Lorrha, 
Co. Tipperary Ireland. 
 
The residents of Lorrha, together with 
numerous Irish and Australian dignitaries, 
gathered on 13 August to honour the war 
service of the town's most  

highly-decorated son around the memorial 
stone erected in the village in his honour. 
The service also honoured all other local 
men who had served in the Great War and 
had paid the ultimate price for freedom. 
 
Pride of place at the ceremony was the 
Victoria Cross (VC) awarded to Private 
O’Meara to recognise his acts of bravery 
in France in 1916. There, on 19 August 
1916, during fighting at Pozières, he 
displayed a total disregard for danger, 
repeatedly going out into “no man's land” 
to rescue wounded men and to carry up 
ammunition. He did this for four days. 
 
Private O’Meara, who was later promoted 
to the rank of sergeant, was subsequently 
wounded three times, but remained on 
active service in France until September 
1918, when he was repatriated to 
Australia on the Arawa arriving at 
Woodman Point on 10 November 1918. 
He was placed under observation for 
Spanish Flu at Woodman Point however 
sadly on the 14th day of his stay, Private 
O’Meara suffered a complete mental 
breakdown, now known as PTSD. 
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Private O'Meara was born at Terryglass 
near the town of Birr in the parish of 
Lorrha on 31 December1885 and 
emigrated to Western Australia in 1911, 
working as a labourer and sleeper-cutter 
before enlisting in the 16th Infantry 
Battalion, 12th Reinforcement on 
19 August 1915. He embarked from 
Australia for the Western Front on 
HMAT Ajana on 22 December 1915. 
 
Like so many of his fellow soldiers, 
Private O’Meara suffered badly following 
his return to Australia. His war service, 
and his physical and mental wounds took 
taken a huge toll on his life and his health 
broke down irrevocably. 
 
After his time at Woodman Point, Private 
O’Meara was transferred to Lemnos 
Repatriation Hospital and later to the 
Claremont Mental Hospital where he 
remained for the rest of his life, passing 
away in Perth on 20 December 1935 aged 
49 years. He is buried at Karrakatta 
Cemetery. 
 
The VC is the highest award for gallantry 
in the face of the enemy awarded to 
British and Commonwealth forces and the 
presence in Ireland of this medal had only 
been achieved as a result of a huge 
amount of work by the extended O'Meara 
family, the Irish Department of Foreign 
Affairs and the National Museum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These medals are revered in Australia and 
are among certain artifacts not allowed 

leave the country. It was only an 
amendment to Australian heritage 
legislation in 2018, allowing the 
temporary export of important cultural 
artifacts, that it made it possible for 
Private O’Meara’s VC to travel to Ireland. 
 
The medal has been on loan from 
Australia since 2019 and on display since 
then at the National Museum of Ireland. It 
returned to Australia in mid-August and 
has now resumed its rightful position on 
display at the Army Museum of Western 
Australia. 

Martin O’Meara’s medals, together with his 
great nieces and the Australian Ambassador to 

Ireland 
Photo: the Army Museum of Western Australia 

 
 

From the pages of history 
 

Continuing the series of articles of sites at 
Woodman Point that may no longer exist 
or may have faded from our memory. 

The Workshops 
The road that now leads past the Cube and 
the 1886 isolation wall to the dining hall 
shows no signs of the structures first 

https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Exhibitions/Martin-O-Meara-Victoria-Cross
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Exhibitions/Martin-O-Meara-Victoria-Cross
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located on this site. This was the hub of 
the Quarantine Station’s daily 
maintenance and repairs - the workshops. 
 

Originally built as a series of structures 
housing stables and a blacksmith to tend 
to the horses that pulled carts and trailers 
around the Station in the days prior to 
mechanised transport, it was later used as 
barracks when the 10th Light Horse 
Battalion trained on the beaches of 
Woodman Point prior to their departure 
for the Great War. Still later it became 
the mechanical workshop and garages for 
the tractors and utes used at the Station. 
 

The complex comprised a series of four 
buildings, two straddling either side of 
the access road into them. In 1921, the 
barracks were described as wards, and by 
1962 they were used purely for 
mechanical purposes as garages. 

Built of timber with weatherboard and 
asbestos-clad outer walls and concrete 
floors, they opened directly onto the 
roadway that passed through them, 

providing easy access for vehicles 
requiring maintenance. Glass louvres 
provided for ventilation within the 
confines of the buildings. Nearby was an 
elevated jarrah ramp. 

 

The workshops remained as storage sheds 
until they were demolished about 2006. 
 

The Station tractor and trailer, being driven by quarantine 
assistant Roy Taylor c1950s 

 
 

From The President 
 
Winter has been a quiet period, but much 
has been happening behind the scenes to 
ensure the smooth running of our group. 
Updates have been made to our website 
and new tour brochures developed and 
printed, along with the reprint of an 
additional 200 copies of both The Boonah 
Tragedy and Western Sentinel. Our 
sincere thanks go to Ben and WPRC 
management for their invaluable support 
in the reprinting of Western Sentinel. 
 
On 8 June, we welcomed a visit to the 
Isolation Hospital by Ms Lanie 
Chopping, Director General of the 
Department of Local Government, Sport, 
and Cultural Industries, accompanied by 
Tim Swart. Director Recreation and 
Camps. This was Lanie’s first visit to the 
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site, and she was extremely impressed 
with the work Friends are doing to 
preserve the history and heritage of 
Woodman Point. We look forward to 
welcoming Lanie back again in the not 
too distant future. 

L-R: Neil Wilson, Lanie Chopping, Jenni Carder 

 
Whilst our heritage tours have slowed 
down a little over the winter months, there 
is still much interest, and numerous 
bookings in the pipeline for the coming 
months. We look forward to a busy tour 
schedule throughout spring and summer. 
Many thanks to Jenni, Neil, and Chris for 
their ongoing work running these tours. 
And a big welcome to our new tour 
guides, Kay Turner and Bernadette Jones. 
I hope you are enjoying participating in 
our tours. 
 
I returned early from my annual holiday 
to Exmouth due to the spread of COVID 
within the caravan park, and so many 
people not doing the right thing by 
isolating. Many thanks to Neil for 
covering for me in my absence. 
 
Greg has been busy with general 
maintenance and creating a list of the 
maintenance work required around the 
Isolation Hospital. This has been 
forwarded to WPRC management and 

hopefully some funding will be available 
to help with ongoing maintenance, repairs 
and painting. If you are able to offer some 
assistance through our busy bee program, 
we would welcome your involvement. 
 
Gary Marsh 
President 
 
 

Increase in prices 
 

At our July meeting, a motion was 
approved to increase charges across a 
range of services offered by Friends, 
effective immediately. These increases 
were kept to a minimum, but were 
necessary in light of increasing 
operational and maintenance costs, and 
the fact that the charges levied by our 
group have not increased in more than 
6 years. 
 
The increases agreed to are as follows: 

● weekly group tours: an increase of 
$5 from $20pp to $25pp 

● monthly public heritage tours: an 
increase of $5 from $25pp to $30pp 

 
To reflect these increased prices, new 
brochures advertising our tours have been 
designed and published. Many thanks to 
Ainslie for producing these new 
brochures at very short notice. 
 
In addition, the price of historical books 
sold by Friends have increased, the first 
price rise since either of the books was 
initially published. The new prices, again 
effective immediately, are: 

● sales of The Boonah Tragedy: an 
increase of $5 from $20 to $25 

● sales of Western Sentinel: an increase 
of $5 from $20 to $25 

 
The Committee believe that the quality of 
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tours and books is highly regarded by all 
who purchase them, and that this small 
increase is warranted, given that prices 
have remained static for so many years. 
 
The membership fee to join Friends has 
remained at a one-off fee of $20. 
 
 

Update FROM the camp 
 
Woodman Point Recreation Camp 
recorded its second largest July 
occupancy since statistical data has been 
captured, with 1677 bed nights and 2662 
participations on programs. August 2022 
however exceeded this record by a 
significant amount with an even greater 
number of bed nights and participations 
on programs. More than 452 programs 
were run by Woodman Point staff 
throughout August. This trend will 
extend through September and October 
2022. 
 
Georgiana Molloy Anglican School from 
Busselton was the first group to use the 
Doctor’s Precinct for an accommodation 
booking since its closure in 1979. The 
booking was from 19 to 22 July and we 
were delighted to receive some very 
positive feedback regarding the upgrade. 
There have been several other groups 
utilising the Doctor’s Precinct 
accommodation since and of note, the 
Universal Accessible Toilet, which 
provides the added space for wheelchair 
access, has been welcomed by groups. 
 
Fibre optic cabling has been installed to 
the Isolation Hospital and the Gatehouse 
and a site wi-fi connection upgrade is 
occurring in September. This enhanced 
connectivity around the site is a 
significant improvement for our clientele, 

and also for our contract caterers, 
Accolade, who have had limited 
connection over many years. 
 
Heritage funding has been secured for the 
Woodman Point Recreation Camp and 
Camp Quaranup to assist in maintaining 
both heritage sites. At Woodman Point, 
the funding will be targeted at upgrading 
the dining hall ablutions and front access 
in a project that is likely to start in 
December 2022 with completion set for 
January 2023. 
 
Other improvements are continuing 
around the camp site. The installation of 
a 6.5m oval light will assist in the 
delivery of night-time flying fox sessions, 
and a potential exciting bid to install a 
shade structure over the basketball/tennis 
courts to assist with heat stress and 
inclement weather is also proposed. 
Whilst this project is only a proposal at 
this stage, a submission has been sent as 
part of a Climate Adaptation Assessment 
to our Director General, Lanie Chopping, 
for consideration. 
 
On 19 August 2022, the Woodman Point 
staff undertook fire evacuation training 
led by Kym Lawrence and supported by 
Stuart Olton from the Point Walter 
Recreation Camp. The training was 
targeted at increasing employee’s site 
knowledge and understanding of the 
systems in place at Woodman Point to 
help combat a potential fire threat. 
 
Ben Walton 
A/Camp Manager 
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Latest news from Friends 
 
❖ Our monthly public heritage tours 

continue to be received with great 
accolades and as an extra bonus, we 
have decided to trial a one-off 
optional addition to our September 
tour. At the conclusion of the regular 
tour, participants will be given the 
opportunity to visit to the military 
cemetery with our tour guides to view 
the graves of Rosa O’Kane, Hilda 
Williams and the four Fijian crew 
members of the 1943 Suva lockdown. 
Pending the reaction to this, Friends 
may consider whether this visit could 
become a regular addition to our 
Sunday tours. 

 
❖ Friends have recently undertaken 

another reprint of our historic books, 
The Boonah Tragedy and Western 
Sentinel due to increasing demand for 
the books and the prospect of ever-
increasing production costs. An 
additional 200 copies of each book 
were reprinted. This supply should 
provide for demand for numerous 
years to come. 

 
❖ In addition, Friends have also recently 

invested in a Square Reader which 
enables us to 
accept secure 
chip and 
contactless 
payment for 
the sale of 
these books by credit card. The reader 
connects to our Square account by 
wireless, accepts payments quickly, 
provides email or text receipts, and 
transfers payments to the Friends’ 
bank account within 24 hours. 
 

This, together with the introduction 
last year of as our Sunday 
heritage tour booking platform, is 
another enhancement by Friends to 
ensure our business transactions keep 
pace with modern technology and 
customer expectation. 

 
❖ In spring, Friends, in conjunction with 

staff from WPRC, will undertake the 
massive task of replacing the 
thousands of tek screws that secure 
the colorbond cladding of the 
Isolation Hospital. The salty air to 
which they are continuously exposed 
has taken its toll on the original 
screws and many are badly corroded 
and beginning to show signs of 
snapping. 

 
This will be a huge task so any help, 
especially technical assistance, that 
members can provide will be greatly 
appreciated. If you are able to assist in 
any way, please contact Gary, Neil or 
Greg. As we are waiting on warmer, 
drier spring weather to begin this job, 
a date to commence has yet to be set. 

 
❖ The next meeting of Friends will be 

held at the Isolation Hospital on 
Wednesday 21 September 2022 
commencing at 6.00pm. All members 
are welcome to attend. 

 
 

New members 
 
Friends welcome the following people 
who have recently joined our 
organisation. 
• Brad Letch from Strathalbyn 
• Graham Chapman from Kalamunda 
• Patrick Lawler from Coogee 
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Friends of Woodman Point Recreational Camp operate regular heritage tours of the 
former Quarantine Station and the Isolation Hospital Museum for community groups.  

Morning tea is included in all tours, and if required, lunch can be provided at an 
additional cost. 

 
Periodic open weekends provide tours for members of the pubic to visit the site and to 

learn about this important Western Australian heritage site. 
 

We acknowledge the contribution of our valued volunteer tour guides who lead our 
heritage tours of the former Quarantine Station. 

 
 

 Jenni Kay Chris Bernadette Suzie 
 
 
 
 
 
  Gary Neil 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Heritage tours 

18 Sept Monthly public tour 
12 Oct North Beach Probus 
16 Oct Monthly public tour 
24 Oct Alan Reith group 
 
 

4 Nov Bullcreek Airforce Assoc 
9 Nov Melville Probus 
20 Nov Monthly public tour 

Heritage tours 

September/October 2022 November 2022 
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